Infection with human herpes virus type 8 in an area at high prevalence for hepatitis C virus infection in southern Italy.
The Campania Region is a geographical area of southern Italy characterized by high incidence rates of hepatocellular carcinoma and of classic Kaposi's sarcoma. Epidemiological investigations carried out among different population groups in this region have found high prevalence rates of both hepatitis C virus (HCV) and human herpesvirus type 8 (HHV-8). To assess co-infection rates of HCV and HHV-8, we carried out a cross-sectional seroepidemiological study prevalence in Pomigliano d'Arco, a Health District of Campania located 20 km away from Naples. The overall rate of HCV/HHV-8 co-infection was 3.1%, 3.5% among men and 2.7% among women. No difference emerged in the HCV/HHV-8 co-infection rates according to seropositivity for HCV infection, either overall (Mantel Haenszel odds ratio = 1.2, 95% CI: 0.6-2.6) or when the analysis was stratified by gender. These findings support the hypothesis that in Campania common routes of transmission are rarely shared by HCV and HHV-8 infections. Local factors may result in different epidemiological patterns for these two viral infections. However, our findings have important public health implications, especially in Mediterranean countries where HCV and HHV-8 infections are endemic.